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Abstract:

This research examines five previously unstudied Musnad inscriptions
from Wadi Al-Jawf, carved on stone and oftering valuable linguistic and
historical insights. The first, written in the Minaean dialect and originating
from ancient Nishan (modern-day al-Sawda’), dates to the 8th—7th century
BC and presents a legislative agreement concerning agricultural land leases
known as al-Magqalih. The remaining four inscriptions, composed in
Sabaean script, were discovered in the Temple of Shaban in Nashaq (now
Al-Bayda’), with two dating to the 7th century BC and the others to the
2nd-3rd centuries AD. These texts span the reigns of Sabaean rulers Jahan
Nahfan and his son S?air *wtar, and reflect both joint and individual rule.
Through detailed analysis of their form, dating, and Arabic interpretation,
the study uncovers rare linguistic features, names of prominent figures and
places, and sheds light on the religious, economic, and societal dynamics of

Nishan and Nashaq across centuries.

Keywords: Musnad Inscriptions, Nishan and Nashaq, Rent in
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